
 
 

 
20 February 2017 
 

Dear Marist Friends 

We are now entering the last week of the Royal Commission’s Final Hearing into the Catholic Church. 
This has been a confronting time for the Church and all of us. 

I wanted to write to you and reflect on what has already been a difficult, but necessary, examination 
of our shared past over the last few weeks, and indeed over the last four years. 

The last fortnight has seen the release of distressing and shameful statistics on the extent of claims of 
sexual abuse within Dioceses and Religious Orders, including our own. 

The data paints a disturbing picture of historical sexual abuse that is tragically a part of our legacy, and 
which we readily acknowledge with profound sorrow. There is no point in quibbling about percentages. 
One case of abuse is one case too many. 

As with any numbers, there is much that is obscured by raw data, not least the scale of human suffering 
and pain that these figures represent. 

It is sobering to consider the impact that abuse has had on individuals, families, communities and 
indeed our society. It has undermined confidence in the Church, betrayed the Gospel of Jesus, and 
destroyed some people’s faith in God. 

I know our Marist community has been shocked by these revelations, and I want you to know that I 
share in your sense of distress and disappointment. 

Children and their families have been grievously betrayed by the criminal actions of some of our own, 
and we too, as Marists, have also been greatly let down. We are justifiably upset and offended. 

As an institution established for the education of the young, to have our mission, which has educated 
countless thousands, so undermined by these actions is distressing.  

We are powerless to change the past, however we can do everything in our power to ensure that these 
tragedies are not repeated. 

To those who have suffered so much as a result of these actions, our apology is unreserved and 
absolute. 

Our twin commitments now and into the future are that the lessons of the past will not be forgotten, 
and that the nurturance and protection of young people in our care will remain our highest priority. 

I thank you all for your work and continuing commitment to our Marist mission. 

Yours sincerely 

 
 
Br Peter Carroll FMS 
Provincial 


