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To the Communities of the Sale Diocese 

Recently Australians paused for the National Apology to those who have suffered institutional abuse as 
children. 

The Marist Brothers Province of Australia joins with church, government and non-government institutions 
alike in supporting this acknowledgement of, and apology for, the terrible acts that occurred. 

There simply can be no greater breach of the trust of children, their families and their communities. 

The abuse of a child has tragic, enduring and profound consequences, often across lifetimes for them, their 
families and their communities. 

We acknowledge that enormous pain, suffering and distress have resulted from the criminal actions by 
some of our own Brothers, as well as lay people in our employment. 

This is an undeniable fact that we accept with profound sorrow. We deeply regret the damage caused and 
the failures that enabled such abhorrent things to happen.  

My predecessor and I have expressed publicly and privately our complete and unreserved apology for what 
has happened to those who have experienced abuse, to their families and loved ones, and to their 
communities. 

I do so again today. On behalf of the Marist Brothers Australia, I express our heartfelt apology for the 
shameful abuse suffered by those in our care. 

We support the National Apology as another important step in the open acceptance and acknowledgement 
of these terrible events and the damage they have caused. 

We know that victims, survivors and their families have been tragically scarred by abuse, but we also 
recognise that the Catholic people of the Diocese have been significantly affected. For all of this, we are 
deeply sorry. 

As much as we would wish it otherwise, we cannot change the past. 

All we can do is continue to work cooperatively to bring some healing to those whose lives have been 
damaged, as well as understanding and building on the lessons learned to ensure that these events are not 
repeated. 

To this end, Marist Schools have in place strict guidelines to protect all students, reinforced by 
comprehensive staff training, as well as mandatory requirements providing a safer place for children.  

We have also been working to address the consequences of the past and our approach is based on three 
key elements: counselling, apology and monetary compensation. 



 
 

Anyone who has experienced abuse in any Marist Brothers’ facilities can contact our Professional Standards 
Office on (02) 9218 4000 where they will be welcomed with care and compassion and assisted to access 
counselling, apology and seek compensation.  

Two Healing and Support Officers are also available to work with and support any person who has suffered 
abuse.  

Over the past two decades, we have responded to and settled many claims in recognition of the suffering 
and pain endured, and we will continue this work as long as it takes. 

This is not the only path for those who have experienced abuse to seek redress at the time and manner of 
their choosing. 

The Marist Brothers have applied to be accepted into the National Redress Scheme and are working with 
the Australian Government to conclude that process so that applications can start being assessed. 

The National Redress Scheme is operated independently of any institution and provides another avenue for 
people to make a complaint if they have experienced abuse. The National Redress Scheme can be 
contacted on 1800 737 377.  

Others may wish to pursue their matter through civil litigation; we commit ourselves and our legal 
representatives to the Truth Justice and Healing Council Guidelines on Civil Litigation Guidelines to ensure 
an approach that minimises further trauma. 

Reporting to the police of any knowledge or information about wrongdoing is essential for justice to be 
served. We urge any person with evidence of criminal conduct to report that directly to the Police so that 
the proper investigation can be conducted.  

None of this, or what we’ve learned about the reasons for these crimes, will change what has happened or 
make good the damage that has been caused to the lives of good and decent people. 

To those who have been abused and those who have lost loved ones as a result of past sexual abuse, I 
cannot express enough how sorry I am for what you have endured and continue to suffer. 

 

Brother Peter Carroll FMS 
Provincial 


