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Richard Rohr made an interesting 
observation in one of his recent 
daily meditations:  “The Biblical 
revelation is about awakening, not 
accomplishing. You cannot get there, 
you can only be there!” He goes on to 
suggest that because for many of us 
pride often overshadows humility, we 
fail to grasp this fundamental aspect 
to God’s presence in the world and our 
relationship with God. It all seems a little 
too easy! In the same reflection, Richard 
Rohr reminds us that St Bonaventure 
once said, “God is the One whose center 
is everywhere and whose circumference 
is nowhere”. What a wonderful image, 
and one that makes ‘getting there’ 
nonsense, but ‘being there’ a question 
of awareness or awakening.
Three brief stories follow here. I tell 
them hopeful that stories can be like 
fire, and spark something off in your 
own experience. All were a face to 
face encounter, which says something 
in itself. All were encounters where 
God whose center is everywhere and 

whose circumference is nowhere stirred 
deep within the moment. Simple, 
everyday encounters that we all have, 
but I suspect we often let slip through 
our consciousness and soul such that 
they remain ‘unread’. They are seeds 
to our spiritual life, which too often fall 
onto the path of busyness or the rocky 
ground of stressed and time poor lives, 
and do not get to take root and grow our 
spiritual life. That is, they fall foul to our 
accomplishing – our ‘getting there’.
Story one happened in the corridor at 
work. It was a spontaneous catch up with 
a colleague about a few things as we 
crossed paths. About to move on, and 
he stopped me to touch on one more 
thing. A young boy had died. He was 
from one of our school communities. 
A Year 7 boy. We both stood there in 
anguish for the family of the boy, his 
mates and the community directly 
involved. At that moment, silence spoke 
eloquently, and I could see in the eyes 
of my colleague an incredibly deep 
sadness and sense of bewilderment. Or 

perhaps he mirrored my own feelings. 
I felt a burn in my gut, my heart. My 
selfish instinct contextualized – same 
age as my son. What an impossible grief 
for the family and close friends to carry. 
Sounds strange, but in that moment in 
the corridor, I felt God’s presence, God’s 
center there, immersed in the struggle.
Story two involved my 7 year old 
daughter Tess. She had been watching 
a 6.30pm family movie with her older 
sister. Suddenly, Tess came into the 
room I was in with her pad. She sat close 
by, and began busily drawing and writing 
on the pad. She did not say anything. I 
asked her if she had decided not to 
watch the remainder of the movie. She 
just shrugged and kept coloring in. Then 
I saw her face. Her little eyes behind 
her glasses were brimming with tears. 
She reached out her arms as her head 
dropped and the first tear hit the floor. 
The father in the movie had died – what 
if that happened to me, Tess managed 
to say. I was awash with feelings of 
helplessness and vulnerability, knowing 
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that this moment was a microcosm of so many 
times ahead when I won’t have answers, 
when I won’t be able to protect Tess from 
the messy things of life. That’s OK, whispered 
God, all will be well. 
The third story took place when I was chatting 
with a Lay Marist, called Pep. Pep said 
something that struck me. It was a moment 
of awakening, a time of joyful revelation. He 
was talking about Marcellin’s desire for young 

people to know the loving presence of God 
in their life. Pep said he finds it helpful to 
to see the young person behind the ‘older’ 
people he meets. That is, ‘see’ the young 
boy or the young girl they would once have 
been. Pep’s claim was that it can connect you 
with that person in a meaningful way, helps 
you to understand them. I have found it quite 
profound to do. It somehow makes it infinitely 
more difficult to judge people, and addresses 
the dangers of being dismissive of old age 

and careless with 
familiarity. It’s a 
reminder of the life 
force in people, and 
makes you smile 
more. It is easier to 
see God’s center in 
others.
Enjoy ‘being there’. 
Cheers, Joe 

Bonaventure goes on to say,  
“God is, therefore, all inclusive.  
God is the essence of everything.  
God is most perfect and immense: 
within all things, but not enclosed;  
outside all things, but not excluded; 
above all things, but not aloof;  
below all things, but not debased. 
Finally, therefore,  
this God is all in all….  
Consequently, from him, through him 
and in him, all things exist.” 

Should the Church 
look like a stone 
that is still, or like a 
tent that is moving, 
which is rolled up 
at sunrise when 
the traveler hits 
the road to face a 
new journey? The 
image of the tent helps us understand that the 
Church is a precarious institution that simply 
proclaims Jesus Christ; it does not place itself 
at the center; it does not have to do with 
a Church-centered Christian mentality; it is 
Christ-centered. Jesus is at the center and the 
Church pointing outwards to Jesus. 

Letter from Br Emili to all Marists

https://dl.dropboxusercontent.com/u/3209636/Letter%20from%20Br%20Emili%2C%20October%202014.pdf
https://dl.dropboxusercontent.com/u/3209636/Letter%20from%20Br%20Emili%2C%20October%202014.pdf


to download a copy of the 
message from MIMA click 
on the image

to watch or download a video message 
from MIMA click on the  image below

Last month the Provincial Council 
spent four days at Gerroa 
reviewing the past year and 
planning for 2015.  The topics 
reflected on included: 

 X next steps for the Council 
in regard to establishing 
the Marist Association: e.g. 
consultation on the Statutes; 
getting the civil entity started; 
preparing for a separation 
within our accounts;

 X some hoped for outcomes 
from the Lavalla community 
project:  ideas to frame a 
dialogue with the members of 
the community; appointment 
of a link councillor – Br Peter 
Carroll;

 X the best way for our Province 
to participate in the review of 
the Constitutions: a national 
gathering of Brothers at 
Hunters Hill in Easter week 
2015; 

 X focus on community leaders: 
towards a role description for 
community leaders; naming 
Councillors as contacts for 
them; 

 X the process of election of 
the new Provincial: contents 
of letters to be sent out to 
Brothers and those who 
have expressed an interest in 
joining the Association; 

 X directions set by the II MIMA 
in Nairobi:  use of the key 
words endorsed even though 
they may sound strange at 
first – mystics, prophets, 
communion, peripheries;  
openness to international 
collaboration;

 X preliminary findings of 
the Royal Commission re 
the Marist Brothers:  our 
response to Case 4 submitted; 
waiting for the RC prelim 
findings from the Canberra 
hearing; (These have since 
arrived.  Our response is 
being prepared.)

Other areas covered:  Province 
administration and Council 
operations; Province groups; 
community finances; Calendar for 
2015; Brothers’ appointments.

More 2015 appointments  
of Brothers :
Anthony Robinson as Community 
Leader, Hunters Hill, available to 
the Headmaster for special tasks. 
Mittagong: Bill Sullivan as Director 
of the Hermitage and Community 
Leader; Robert Aitken as Assistant 
Director (Ministry) and Assistant 
Community Leader; Anthony 
Robertson as Assistant Director 
(Farm)
Tony Shears from Mittagong to 
Canberra, available for spiritual 
direction with Province staff and 
the Marist Association Pastoral 
Team.
Building works:
The house extension at Forbes is 
almost complete.  There are now 
five en-suited rooms, a visitor’s 
room and a chapel.
Work is also well underway for 
the addition of two en-suited 
bedrooms at Alice Springs. These 
rooms are needed each weekend 
for the community at Santa 
Teresa.

Many would have already seen 
the new covered walkway 
at Mittagong between the 
conference centre and the dining 
room.  The dining room has also 
been enlarged by one bay to 
accommodate larger groups.
Our thanks to the Brothers and 
others in these places for putting 
up with the inconvenience of 
having work done around them 
and to Br Peter Connolly for his 
assistance.

https://dl.dropboxusercontent.com/u/3209636/NairobiMessage_EN.pdf
https://www.dropbox.com/s/8a4u5y5ve10yr4f/MIMA%20AFRICA720.mov?n=62127444


Preparations are going well for the upcoming Marist 
Youth Festival. We are blessed to be receiving great 
interest and registrations from our Marist schools 
and young adult communities. Last Sunday night, 
I heard several young Marists talk about how their 
faith journeys had been significantly impacted 
by Brothers and teachers at their former school. 
We talked about the first personal invitation 
we had received and the close friendship and 
accompaniment that followed. Underlying this was 
the sense that these role models had encouraged 
their growth and been credible witnesses in their 
lives. As registrations for MYF close soon, I would 
encourage any Brothers, AMC members, school 
staff and others in our community to personally 
invite former students, young Marists, or any 
person seeking a closer relationship with God 
to register for MYF. This 
experience might change a 
young person’s life! 
Joseph McDonald 
MYF Logistics Coordinator

MYF Major Sponsors 

MSol Christmas Gatherings
The Christmas Gatherings for Brisbane and Sydney 
have been and gone but there is still time to catch up in 
Melbourne and Adelaide. Come and meet members of 
the Marist Solidarity team from 5.30pm to 7.30pm at:
Marist Ministry Centre, Brunswick: 
    Sunday November 23.
 RSVP: sophie.fenaughty@marists.org.au
Sacred Heart Middle School, Mitchell Park: 
     Monday  November 24
 RSVP: kwilmot@shcms.sa.edu.au
All Brothers, family and friends are invited to these 
gatherings. Kindly RSVP for catering.

want to know more
go to www.maristyouthfestival.com

http://www.maristyouthfestival.com


2014  
SEASON OF ADVENT 
Daily Reflections for 

Advent
download your copy here

As children are encouraged to have their 
views heard through participation, they 

need guidance and support in order to 
make choices that are really best for their 

development. Respecting children’s views 
means that such views should not be ignored; it 
does not mean that children’s opinions should be 
automatically endorsed. Expressing an opinion is 
not the same as taking a decision, but it implies the 

ability to influence decisions. A process of dialogue 
and exchange needs to be encouraged in which 
children assume increasing responsibilities and 
become active, tolerant and democratic.
So during this advent season let us pray in a 
special way for all children and young people 
that, like Jesus in the temple in front of the 
doctors of the law, their views be recognized.   
FMSI staff

like to share a gift  
with a family in need this Christmas?

THE FIGHT AGAINST EBOLA AND  
AID TO PEOPLE IN LIBERIA

On the outskirts of Monrovia (junction of 
Barnesville, primary community and Johnsonville 
community), the Marist Brothers, since long 
time ago, manage a elementary and high school 
for the diocese (Shirley Kolmer Catholic School) 
where are develop social activities. Due to the 
Ebola epidemic, everything´s changed: the school 
is closed at the moment and the Brothers felt 
compelled to help the poorest families around 
the area.

 Gift Suggestions:
- Food for a family (5 people) for one week: $40
- Food for a family (5 people) for two weeks: $80
- Food for a family (5 people) for one month: $160
- Basic protection kit and disinfectants: $30

The best way to get your gift to the 
families is through a donation to MSol. 
They will ensure the money gets to the 
Brothers in Monrovia and is used to 
support these families.
Direct Debits can be made to 

MAPS MISSION
BSB: 062 000
A/C: 1126 8914

Please email  
msol.accounts@marists.org.
au to indicate the deposit 
and to allow us to send you 
a receipt. 

Cheques can be made out to  
Marist Solidarity and sent to  

PO Box 273, Ashgrove West, Qld 4060

http://www.fmsi-onlus.org/share/Libretto_Avvento_2014_EN.pdf


Special Gatherings in local areas during November
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People who have expressed interest to 
join the Marist Association are being 
called to come together with all others 
who have also expressed interest in 
their local area and workplace, in the 
month of November.
This is a new moment for us all! For 
some there will be a level of familiarity 
with the concept of local gatherings for 
Marists. For others, this will be a first. 
In time, such gatherings will become 
common place in the life of members 
of the Association, and create a critical 
space for key matters related to Marist 
life and mission to be discussed and 
debated. They will be the platform that 
allows a ‘voice’ for people right across 
Australia, and the place where on-going 
formation is experienced.
There may well be some people who are 
yet to fill out an Expression of Interest 
form, who, when made aware of the 
upcoming gathering, come along and 
participate. In the busy world we live 
in, it is understandable that there are 
those who simply have not seen the 
light of day to formally express interest, 
but clearly want to be a part of the 
Association going forward.

Special Gatherings in local areas during November

The Marist Association is capturing the 
hearts and minds of people who are, or 
have been involved in God’s mission in a 
Marist context for some years, and who 
feel comfortable naming this spirituality, 
this way of witnessing their faith as one 
that makes sense to them. 
At this moment, there are just over 300 

people who have expressed interest to be a 
part of the Association, including over 80 Brothers. There 
are various personal reasons why people are joining. Some 
people have experienced Marist community which they 
value highly and want to ensure it for future generations. 
Others have found the down to earth spirituality accessible 
– it feeds their faith life. For some it is the mission done 
as Marists, the hands on work that fuels their fire. Some 
people have named as their motivation a desire to give 
something back to the Marist community.  For some it’s a 
combination of all or some of these things.
We know that there are many others who intend to join 
the Association, but have not yet found the right time or 
place to formally express interest. We look forward to 
hearing from them in coming months. All those who join 
the Association will help shape to it, and make sense of 
it in the area where they live and work. As Br Emili said 
recently, in quoting French poet Rostand – ‘we need to 
force the dawn to break by believing in it’.

see a full  update here

Two key moments 
in 2015 for the 
Marist Association
• Regional 

Gatherings (May – 
July, various host 
communities); 

• Mission Assembly 
(August, 
Mittagong)

https://dl.dropboxusercontent.com/u/3209636/UPDATE-191114.pdf


You can always find links to all the aspects of the Australian 
Marist community at the AMC portal

the Marist Association 
invitation information site

Marist Brothers Vocation site

latest MSA newsletter the MSol site the MYC site the MYM site

https://sites.google.com/a/marists.org.au/maristassociationinvite/home
http://static.squarespace.com/static/51240d5fe4b03a5603cfea56/t/546150fee4b076fac273f88b/1415663870159/MSA+Newsletter+-+11+November+2014.pdf
http://maristsolidarity.net.au/
http://www.maristyc.com.au/
http://www.maristyouthministry.com/
http://www.maristvocations.com/
http://australianmaristcommunity.com.au/

