
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

15 January 2015 

 
Dear Editor, 
 
Further to your article published 13th January 2015, the Marist Brothers share the acute sense of loss and 
tragedy born of the decision of any individual to take his or her own life. 
 
Suicide is a tragedy that causes immeasurable harm to those left behind and of course cheats the 
individual and the community of the contribution of a precious life. 
 
In the matter reported there has been no finding as to the cause of death and we respectfully await the 
Coroner’s report. 
 
The allegation referred to in your article was investigated by the Police and the Marist Brothers were 
advised that the Police had decided against pursuing the matter. 
 
Importantly the Marist Brother involved knew this decision by the Police before his death. 
 
At the time of his death the Brother had not been charged with any offence and he protested his 
innocence in the face of the allegation made. 
 
After the allegation was made, counselling was provided to both the complainant and the Brother. 
 
The Marists Brothers do not presume to know any single cause that could have led the Brother to end 
his life. 
 
Sadly, history has shown that it is a complex web of issues and pressures that can come together to 
tragically convince a person that they have no other course of action open to them. 
 
If this matter is found by the Coroner to be suicide, then it is still likely we will never know the state of 
mind of this man and what caused him to fall into such despair and leave a community deep in sorrow at 
his passing. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
Br Jeffrey Crowe FMS 
Provincial  
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