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To engage in evangelisation as part of God’s 
Mission in our world we need to become 
people who understand, appreciate and 
practice  effective dialogue.
Before we can truly enter into dialogue we 
need to  be able to stop and listen. Spiritual 
wisdoms throughout the ages have urged 
people to seek an “inner stillness” - a 
stillness that permits one to engage in full 
dialogue with an other, with all of life and 
with the Other.
Sadly at different times in our religious 
history we have set up oppositions between 
work and stillness, between being busy in 
work for service or justice and  being still 
and prayerful.

We have often  
emphasised the   training practice - 
silence - forgetting the goal - inner 
stillness. When one has inner stillness 
or is ‘centred’, one can engage  in the 
busyness of living and yet stay in a 
very Marial way of living - listening and 
pondering these things in our heart.
Inner stillness makes true dialogue 
possible. It enables me to truly ‘listen 
to the other’ and to appreciate their 
perspective, their point of view, their 
joys and their pains.
We cannot just achieve inner stillness. It 
takes practice and discipline, preferably 
each day. 
A great image of inner stillness for me 
is the spinning top. They are often so 
colourful and virbrant on the outer 
edges, but so depend for their stability 
and continued spinning on their still 
centre.

Graham
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from the Provincialfrom the Provincial

“Love is the only power that is real.” 
The words of Michael Fallon MSC, one 
of the presenters at a recent conference 
of Religious Leaders.  Michael chose the 
topic, “The Jesus who won Paul’s heart” 
as his reflection on leadership.  Paul was 
overwhelmed with the love of Jesus for 
him and in him. What about you and 
me?
This is a long way from the ascetical 
theology that shaped practices and 
formation in years gone by!  The 
opening sentence above reminds us 
of 1 Cor 13: “ I may ... But if I have not 
love ... “. Yet some of you are probably 
like me in trusting in powers other than 
love - at least in terms of how we act: 
wealth gives freedom;  status provides 
privilege; beauty and physical strength 
are alluring; being a boss or teaching a 
class gives us control over young lives; 
membership of a successful group can 
flatter or lead to a sense of entitlement; 

ideology and prejudice can pre-
determine our behaviour; order, ‘being 
right’, and a strong tradition promise 
stability; we pray, “Lord, Lord” and 
bargain with God.  The vanity and 
delusion of all these ‘other’ powers 
does not stop us from being seduced by 
them.
There are two special situations that 
have pushed these thoughts into my 
consciousness.  I know from speaking to 
a number of Brothers in the final period 

of life that they wrestle with ‘what 
really matters’.  I cannot always reassure 
them in regard to the “success” of their 
lives and ministry but I can and I have 
reassured them that they are loved by 
us, by friends and family, and by God 
through all of us.  I also invite them 
to recall and give thanks for all those 
whom they have loved.  In the end we 
all get swept up into that great act of 
love which is God.
The other situation is the negative 
rhetoric about celibacy today, especially 
as a result of the exposure of child 
abuse by priests and Religious.  It is 
understandable that people will make 
a cause and effect connection but 
we know that this is not so.  It is not 
celibacy as such that is the problem but 
rather the combination of undetected 
psychosexual problems and access to 
minors through work as people of trust.  
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Jeff

Somewhere there’s a river
Looking for a stream
Somewhere there’s a dreamer
Looking for a dream
Somewhere there’s a drifter
Trying to find his way
Somewhere someone’s waiting
To hear somebody say

I believe in you
I can’t even count the ways that
I believe in you
And all I want to do is help you to
Believe in you

Somewhere someone’s reaching
Trying to grab that ring
Somewhere there’s a silent voice
Learning how to sing
Some of us can’t move ahead
We’re paralyzed with fear
And everybody’s listening
‘Cause we all need to hear

I will hold you up
I will help you stand
I will comfort you when you need a friend
I will be the voice that’s calling out
I believe in you

A song that 
complements these 

thoughts:
“Believe In You”   

(Amanda Marshall)

Against all, we point to love as being our 
experience and ‘what matters for us ‘ as 
well as for the rest of society.  We seek 
healthy adult relationships in community 
and outside, other than with the young 
people in our care.  “As consecrated 
men, we love those whom we meet as 
brothers and sisters in Christ.  We gladly 
receive their love as an expression of the 
love of the Lord, always aware that He 
alone can fully satisfy the yearnings of 
our hearts.” (C. 24)  
All Marists, Brothers or Lay, have heard 
Marcellin’s Golden Rule, “If you want to 
educate a child, you must first love him or 
her.”  He certainly believed in the power 

of love.  This means that somehow we 
have to find ways of communicating not 
only our belief in their potential but to 
make them believe in themselves.  We 
do not give up.
We have had a number of funerals 
recently and the Jubilee celebrations 
when life stories were recounted.  At 
least in private if not in public, 
let us follow the thread of 
love in such stories, ours 
as well as others’.
Best wishes to all,
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Provincial Council News
Discernment House
The Provincial Chapter asked for new initiatives in regard to vocations and initial 
formation.  The Council set up a task force to make some concrete proposals.  One 
proposal is to set up a discernment house for interested young men - a sort of live-
in aspirancy.  There would be a resident community of Brothers with some young 
men who are either studying or working.  They would have the benefit of good 
companionship, personal mentoring, a simple community prayer program, and 
some ministry outreach.   A challenge for our Province in setting up such a place is 
that interested young men could come from all over the country.  Nevertheless, we 
are actively looking at establishing such a house in 2014.
Brisbane
A residence owned by the Jubilee Parish at Rosalie and near to our house was 
recently vacated.  We attempted to lease the house as a place for Young Marists 
or a discernment house.  The NET team beat us to it in 2014 unfortunately.  Maybe 
2015?  This idea was related to a proposal under active consideration of closing the 
community at Enoggera  and building

Novitiate
An agreement has been signed between 
ourselves and the Province of the 
United States for a combined novitiate 
at Esopus.  Esopus is on the west bank 
of the Hudson river in New York State 
(Poughkeepsie is on the right bank!).  
Robert Clark will be the formator.  
The USA Province has one candidate 
beginning.  Paul Kane is our liaison with 
Rob Clark.
Postulancy begins in September.  The 
novitiate proper begins in February 
and runs through till early August the 
following year.

New Postulants
James Hodge and Jack Sullivan have been accepted to enter the postulancy.  We 
thank them for the open manner in which they have approached their aspirancy 
this year.   Thanks also to Greg McDonald who has been their contact person.  We 
wish them every blessing as they move into a more formal phase of their initial 
formation.



return to contents page

East Timor
Bro Juan Castro (incoming Leader of the 
new District of Asia - what was previously 
the Ad Gentes Sector) and Bro Shanthi 
(Provincial of South Asia Province) are 
planning on the establishment of an 
International Asian novitiate, probably 
in Tudella, Sri Lanka.  Our plan is send 
our Timor Leste novices there as 
well.  Formation personnel from all 
Administrative Units are desired.
Br Lecio Heckler from the Province of 
Rio Grande do Sol, Brazil, is going to 
work alongside Tony Clark at Bacau as 
a formator.  Lecio is a trained formator 
and hs some English.  He will have two 
weeks in Australia prior to arriving in 
East Timor in September this year.  
We are in the process of negotiating for 
the purchase of a block of land for a new 
Formation House in the Bacau area.

Bill McAvoy and John Thompson have 
headed south from Cairns to Brisbane 
with their travelling Expo on Religious 
in Queensland down the years.  They 
are being very well received.
Ken Preston and Jordan Redden made 
a special pilgrimage to Alice Springs 
around July 2.  Their original intention 
was to be with Maurie Bambridge for 
his and Ken's 60th jubilee.  They were 
warmly welcomed and made their way 
to the cemetery at Santa Teresa to pay 
their respects.
Mario Frazzetto and Justin Golding 
along with 11 Young Marists have 
headed off to Rio. Br Emili writes, 
"From 16 to 22 July, the International 
Marist Youth Meeting will take place, 
in continuation with those held in 
Sydney and Madrid.   On this occasion, 
participation will be very high: in fact, 
25 of our 29 AUs will be represented. 

Almost 300 participants from the 5 
continents, coming from 40 different 
countries."   This is in the run-up to the 
World Youth Day.  We wish them well.
Michael Sexton writes from Oran, 
Algeria: "At the end of April we had a 
visitor during the night who set the car 
ablaze (probably angry at not finding 
anything worthwhile to steal) and the 
fire spread from the garage to the office 
area of the library. The smoke damage 
was equal to all the things we lost.  
We were able to get the library back 
running again after two weeks - very 
important because with 2000 members 
preparing their end of year exams we 
would have lost a lot of momentum 
- but it won't be until the end of next 
week that we can say the repairs are 
completely finished.... another little 
adventure to add to the memoirs !"
Julian Casey has arrived home full of 
life and looking trim..  He has enjoyed 
his sabbatical around Europe and Israel.  
John Hilet has many ideas to share 
when Jules reaches Lismore.  Welcome 
home, Jules.
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Appointments
We expect to be in a 
position to make a 
number of Brothers’ 
appointments for 2014 
within the next month.

Sydney:     Melissa Clohesy has been appointed Business Services 
Manager. A Financial Accountant is to be advertised 
shortly.

Brisbane:  James Hodge is to finish soon to head off to the US 
for postulancy.  He has brought a lot of valuable 
experience as Accounts Officer, working with MAPS 

and AMS.  He will be replaced by Nicholas Nunez. He is an ex-student of our Maristas 
College in Santiago, Chile, a permanent resident in Australia and he has worked in two large 
companies in Chile and completed an accountancy internship in Brisbane.

Paul Kane has just returned from visiting 
the Lavalla community in Cambodia. 
This was Paul's first time there as Visitor, 
with delegated authority from the 
Provincial.  He has the same role in East 
Timor.   There are plans for a partnership 
with a Korean outfit who specialise in 
therapy and rehabilitation services for 
young people with disabilities.  They 
will build a centre at Lavalla and provide 
trained staff.  

Michael Callinan has reached the 
USA. Next week he will be facilitating 
the Marist Leadership Institute for the 
US Province.  He writes, “ I knew New 
York could get hot but this is crazy.  
So of course I headed for a shopping 
centre where I knew the air con would 
be pumping for the large Americans!  
But the subway is SOOOOOOO hot 
while you wait for a train because the 
air-conditioned trains pump out so 
much hot air from the compressors ...”  
Next month he will head to Bogota, 
Colombia, where he will stay for some 
months learning Spanish.  He will live at 
the Brothers’ scholasticate.

Geoff Kelly leaves Quoc Oai (Hanoi) 
at the end of the month to attend 
the Ad Gentes assembly in Bangkok.  
Barry Lamb will start his move home 
to Heidelberg West at the same time.  
He writes, “I’ve been able to be some 
support, and have helped with getting 
some materials ready and writing some 
things. Also Schnitzel, Fish Rissoles, 
Home-made Meat Pie and Quiche have 
been added to the menu.  Geoff is super 
zealous but is nevertheless looking 
forward to his holiday break starting 
early in September.”   Mick Jones will 
take up the role of support person at 
Hanoi for the Ad Gentes Brother now 
appointed to be Geoff’s companion.  
Thanks Barry and Mick.
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Board Appointments
Australian Marist Solidarity (AMS)
Rex Cambrey has stepped back from board commitments for the moment.  This 
left the position of Chair of the AMS Board vacant.  Also, through the persistent 
work of David Buckley, all of our basic documents are now in place, including 
the treasured statement from the Australian Tax Office that we can offer tax 
deductible receipts to donors to AMS.  We are now looking to the Board to give 
special focus to fund-raising.  The Board is Brisbane – based.
Recently appointed:

Peter Sheehan (Chairman):  
Partner BDO, chartered accountant, former member MSol Advisory Council

David L’Estrange:  
Lawyer, Marist College Ashgrove Foundation Inaugural President, former member MSol Projects Grants 
Committee

Michael Sinclair:  
Manager Water Resources, Stanwell Corporation, husband of Helen Sinclair our MSA Regional Council, 
former member MSol Projects Grants Committee

Marcus Riley:  
CEO Hibernian Friendly Society, responsible for aged care and retirement living, son of long standing 
donor to Fiji Marists

All are Marist ex-students.
Marist Youth Care (MYC)

Michelle Hopkinson:  
An experienced psychologist , working in private practice, research, and NSW  area health, primarily in 
child and adolescent mental health.  

Brian Pickup:  
An experienced, registered company auditor and auditor for various not-for-profit organisations.  He 
attended St Patrick’s Fairfield, Sydney, in the 1970s.

Board 
Appointments
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AMC Pastoral Team News

While we, as a Marist school, set 
aside a special day for our community 
celebration on Tuesday 18 June, 
the actual feast day of St Marcellin 
Champagnat is Thursday 6 June. On 
that day, the Marist Brothers invite their 
confreres from all Marist ministries - 
welfare, education and youth ministry 
- to a special Mass and dinner at their 
North Fitzroy community house. This 
year is a special one, the first year of the 
new Marist Province. 
Amongst the many friendly faces, a 
small contingent of current staff and 
ex-students from our own school joined 
the Brothers and friends. Chris Roberts, 

Mike Noonan, Renato Malisani, Lea 
Waszkinel, Angela Tsostsos and yours 
truly represented the Marcellin teachers 
who are part of the 'Melbourne Marists'. 
The atmosphere was one of hospitality, 
reunions, nostalgia, new friendships, 
and great hope for the manifold Marist 
initiatives that spread out into the wider 
world.
During a beautiful Mass in the chapel 
of the Academy of Mary Immaculate, 
the Provincial, Brother Jeffrey Crowe, 
shared his lifelong exploration of 
the life and work of the founder, 
reflecting a generational change in 
style of spirituality. He spoke of the 
pious devotion to a more 'distant' 
Father Champagnat, which gave way 
to a more personal understanding 
of Marcellin the man. At the end of 
Mass, a commissioning ceremony was 

held, recognized the young Marists 
who will represent the Province in 
Brazil at World Youth Day in July.  
The group will be led by our own Mario 
Frazzetto, and includes past students 
Jack Stammers and Will Kent. This set 
the celebratory tone for the family-style 
buffet dinner in the Nicholson Street 
house, following Mass. Informality and 
hospitality prevailed.
If you are interested in joining the 
'Melbourne Marists', we are a small 
group of lay people and Marist Brothers 
who meet in the Marcellin College 
Chapel, once a month at 4:00 p.m. The 
group is very fluid, and you are always 
welcome to simply turn up, have a cup 
of tea, meet, pray and together, reflect 
and discuss our Marist work. Happy 
Saint Marcellin Champagnat's feast day, 
everybody.

  A CELEBRATION OF THE FEAST OF ST MARCELLIN CHAMPAGNAT 
        A reflection, written by Tina Engelbogen
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This is what several Marists were asked 
lately. It is part of their preparation for a 
dialogue to take place at the Australian 
Marist Schools Conference in Cairns. 
The people were asked not to use any 
'motherhood' statements from existing 
Marist texts, but to say it in their own 
words. Listed here are some of the 
'mottos':

"Walking the Marcellin talk" 
(Catherine Thompson, Trinity College 
Beenleigh, QLD)

"Sharing a common charism through 
different life circumstances"
 (Czek Kersevani, St Augustine's College, 
Cairns)

"Bringing Marcellin's heart to our 
work; bringing God's heart to those 
we serve"
(Tseppo Ngwenya, Remar Ministry Team)

"Responding to the urge to do good"
(Sarah Nowlan, Redbend Catholic College, 
Forbes)

"Hope from understanding"
(Daria Walker, Pete's Place, Marist Youth 
Care)

"For all that has been, thanks! For all 
that is to come, Yes!"
(Br Greg McDonald, Vocations Ministry)

The verbs stand out to me. Walking. 
Sharing. Bringing. Responding. Evangel-
isation is never idle. It is about action, 
movement, activity, dialogue. This 
dynamic can be between us and the 
young people we work alongside and 
serve. The dynamic can also name what 
goes on within us when we are attentive 
to the Spirit in our life. Even when we 
are in prayer or times of contemplation, 
God's action swirls & stirs in our depths, 
demanding a response from us.
Then as I read the mottos again, I notice 
‘different life circumstances’,‘serve’, ‘to 
do good’, ‘hope’, ‘thanks’ and ‘Yes!’. 
These statements all provide glimpses 
into a deep Marist story and a spirituality 
that has been, and continues to be, a 
gift to the mission of the church. To be 
a person of faith is to embrace people, 

What would your 
motto be if you 
had to capture in a 
phrase that which is 
at the heart of Marist 
mission or being 
Marist?

'What is at the heart of Marist mission, or being Marist?' - Naming your Marist motto!
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on the road ...
whatever their life circumstances might reveal; 
it is to serve– to be there for people - happily 
and willingly with the knowledge that you are 
one piece of a large jigsaw; it is to do good, to 
contribute to the common good. Intrinsic to our 
faith is hope. 
To be people who 
rise above, who 
see possibilities, 
people who 
celebrate God 
alive in the world, 
and continue to 
throw a spiritual 
net across life 
experiences. 
Thanksgiving drills 
to the core of a 
faith community 
– to be a people who continue to uncover the 
blessings in life and cultivate gratitude. Finally, 
the ‘Yes’ that our heart makes whilst our mind 
scrambles to catch up, leads us to Mary and her 
trust in God’s presence.

The AMC Pastoral Team 
continues its visits to schools 
and other ministries across 
the Province. Each time, 
there is the opportunity to 
meet with the animator and 
other interested Marists to 
learn about the ways Marist 
life is being nurtured and grown on an individual level, and 
as a workplace and local community. In the last month, visits 
have included:

 | Marist Youth Care, Blacktown, Sydney
 | Alice Springs (Our Lady of Sacred Heart)& Santa Teresa 

(Ltyentye Apurte)
 | Murgon, Queensland (St Joseph's Primary School)
 | Kilmore, Victoria (Assumption College)
 | Traralgon, Victoria (Lavalla Catholic College)
 | Maitland (All Saints College)

Each time, it is a privilege for those of us on the Pastoral 
Team to meet so many people who are faith-filled, energetic 
and committed, and who share a desire to find new ways 
and renew old ways for connecting people to the Marist 
story and building Marist community. People see it as an 
opportunity for spiritual nourishment; enrich their way of 
living Marist life; and for participating in the mission of the 
Church.
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On Friday 23 August, 50 Marists from across Australia will gather at the Hermitage in Mittagong, NSW. The largest proportion 
of participants will be those people who are the animators in their local community for 2013. There are also some school 
principals and other ministry leaders, representatives from the Provincial Council and Mission Council, team members from 
both the Mission & Life Formation Team and the AMC Pastoral Team and some people who represent other dimensions of 
Marist life. 
There are two foci for the Forum. First, to bring further understanding and resources to the role of animators and the place 
of Marist core groups across the Australian Marist Community. Second, to have the progress of the Taskforce looking into 
a formal Marist Association critiqued and endorsed. These will be achieved in the spirit of deepening relationship and 
connection amongst everyone present, in a space of shared formation.
It is a significant gathering which will enable the vision and planning that is growing out of the Pastoral Team’s visits to 
ministries throughout the Province to be propelled forward. It will be a time of listening, searching, sharing and community. 
A moment of collectively naming our way forward for growing committed Marists, and refining the structures that will bring 
connection, identity and community to Marist life in local areas. As is always the case when working within the constraints 

Australian Marist Community Forum, 23 - 25 August, Mittagong.
“and some seed fell onto good soil, and brought forth grain…” (Mtt. 13:8)

of how many can be accommodated at Mittagong, there are a raft of 
other people who would have been terrific and welcome contributors 
to the Forum. There is a strongly held sense of privilege and gratitude 
by all those who are attending on behalf of Marists in their local area.
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Mission Council News

The Mission Council met at the Marist 
Centre Sydney on 16 July for its fifth 
meeting of the year.  The agenda 
included these items:
Extended conversation with  
Brother Allen Sherry
The Council is establishing the practice 
of meeting with one of the leaders of 
the major ministry areas of the Province 
at each of its regular meeting. The 
visitor for this meeting was Al Sherry 
who leads the Province’s work in the 
broad area of solidarity.  Al provided the 

Council with a range 
of documents on the 
strategic directions, 
initiatives, projects 
and structures of 
Marist Solidarity.  The 
Council discussed 
with Al directions 
and opportunities 
that he and his team 

are pursuing, particularly the new NGO 
(AMS) that has been established, the 
new umbrella brand “MSol”, his success 
in sourcing significant funding from 
European agencies and donors, the high 
number (upwards of 100) projects being 
supported by MAPS, the working of the 
office in Brisbane, the connections with 
our Marist schools, and other matters.  
The Council warmly congratulated Al on 
what he has achieved and the strength 
he is building into MSol.
Marist Mission and Life

 |The ‘Animators’ Forum’ which is being 
organised by the AMC Pastoral Team 
was advanced, including its purpose, 
those whom would be invited to 
attend, and the programme for the 
days.
 |Changes to the membership of the 
MLF team for 2014 were considered.  
Appointments to the Team will be 
finalised by the end of the month.

 | In recent years, the MLF team 
has developed resources around 
a particular theme for use in our 
schools and other ministries.  The 
Team’s proposed theme for 2014 
- based around the idea of service - 
was endorsed.
 | Some strategic priorities were 
canvassed for the new Board of 
Management at Mittagong.
 |An update was given on progress 
towards the new canonical 
Association to involve Brothers and 
Lay Marists.  
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Marist Schools Australia
 |The reports of the three MSA Regional 
Councils were tabled.
 |The Provincial and the MSA National 
Director sought advice of the Council 
on some appointments, personnel 
matters, and industrial issues in a 
number of schools.
 |The business plan and financial 
projections for the new foundation at 
Bendigo were examined.
 |Questions around the governance 
arrangements for Trinity Catholic 
College Lismore and OLSH College 
Alice Springs were addressed.
 | Feedback was given on a draft 
response of MSA to the Truth, Justice 
and Healing Council which has been 
formed in conjunction with the Royal 
Commission.

Marist Youth Ministry
 |Approval was given for the MYM 
team’s proposed involved in the 
National Catholic Youth Festival to be 
held in December.
 |The recent “Pruning Retreat” and 
other events were considered.
 |The best longer term community 
structures for the Remar Ministry 
Team and Young Marists is an 
ongoing consideration.
 |Proposals for a national Marist Youth 
Festival in January 2015 have been 
approved, but the venue is yet to be 
finalised.

Marist Solidarity
 | In addition to the extended 
conversation with Allen Sherry, other 
matters were discussed:
 |The MSol Quarterly Report
 |Minutes of the recent meeting of 
Advocacy Reference Group
 |A request from a Marist volunteer 
from the USA to be placed in Australia

Marist Youth Care
 |A summary of the Board Papers of 
the most recent meeting of the Board 
was tabled and discussed
 | Some advice was given to the 
Provincial on the appointment of a 
new Chair and Members
 | Finance and Stewardship
 |Questions and priorities regarding 
the 2014 overall Ministries Budget 
were canvassed.
 |A proposal to form an umbrella 
Marist Foundation for the purposes 
of coordinated fund-raising and 
financially supporting all our 
ministries was discussed.  

Other matters
Other topics discussed included

 | Issues associated with the Royal 
Commission
 | Support for a proposal from CRA 
to explore the formation of an 
association for new and emerging 
canonical entities which are not 
religious institutes
 |Planning of the 2014 calendar, and 
the coordination and sequencing of 
meeting dates of the major Province 
councils and committees.
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Marist Vocations News

“Crossroads”, a discernment program exploring Brotherhood in the Marist Way
Crossroads are amazing places. We’ve all stopped at one and looked around at the numerous signs and directions before getting 
a sense of which path to take. While a crossroad can be simply defined as an intersection of two roads, 
its imagery and meaning is far richer when considering the vocational journey Christians u n d e r t a k e , 
especially our young people.
Over three days in early July, six young men accepted an invitation to meet together at the 
Hermitage, Mittagong and participate in a vocations discernment program. Furthering 
the analogy of the crossroad as a place of intersection and engagement, participants 
were invited to:

• take time out of their busy lives and enter into a reflective environment
• create community life (cooking, prayer, shared time together)
• seek to know more deeply, God’s call for them
• engage in conversation around the topic of Christian call and vocation
• encounter support from others similarly discerning their vocation
• gain better clarity around discerning a vocation to the Marist Brothers

The three days were marked by a real spirit of fraternity as participants fully 
entered into the program, contributing to the preparation of meals, assisting 
with chores around the farm (including the delivery of a calf!), praying, singing 
and enjoying each other’s company. 
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The program included a workshop on tools for discernment as well as personal 
accompaniment for each participant. It was great to have Br Justin Golding on hand (recently 
Finally Professed), to give a presentation on his own journey to becoming a Brother. Justin’s 
input enabled some helpful Q&A dialogue to emerge among the participants.
It was great to have the Brothers’ Community from the Hermitage join us for an evening 
meal and in turn, we joined the Brothers for prayer on the final morning. Their welcome  
and hospitality during the program was Marist first class!
As we continue to look for new and creative ways to grow and form committed  
Marists into the future, both Brothers and Lay, let’s keep our young discerners  
in our prayers as they seek how best respond to the Lord.

Brothers Greg McDonald and Rod Thomson
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James Hodge, 29 from 
Brisbane, is an ex-student 
of Marist College, Rosalie 
and the second oldest of five 
children. After school, James 
was involved in Campus 
Ministry at Marist College, 
Rosalie and Mt Maria College, 
Mitchelton. A pilgrimage 
with young Marists to the 
Hermitage in 2007 stirred 

thoughts about a vocation to Marist religious life. James 
has experienced two extended overseas immersions, 
firstly with the Taize Community in France in 2009 and 
as a volunteer at Salla Lavalla, Cambodia for 9 months 
in 2012. He attended World Youth Days in Sydney (2008) 
and Madrid (2011). James has a passion for education, 
justice and solidarity with the marginalized, especially 
in developing countries. He enjoys music, travelling and 
celebrating regular QLD victories in the State of Origin 
competition. James is currently employed as Co-ordinator 
of Projects and Accounts with the Marist Solidarity Office 
in Brisbane. He holds a B.A. in Humanities and BBus in 
Accounting from Queensland University of Technology.

Jack O’Sullivan, 22 from 
Shepparton, is an ex-student of 
Notre Dame College and is the 
oldest of three children. As College 
Captain and a member of Remar, 
Jack was heavily involved with 
leadership and youth ministry 
activities during Year 12. After 
school he served on the Remar 
Leadership Team for two years, 
facilitating camps and retreats 
for caravels across the country. 
Jack has undertaken immersion 
experiences to Santa Teresa and 
is heavily involved in the Vinnies 

Soup Van around Melbourne. After WYD experience in Sydney 
(2008) and Madrid (2011), Jack joined the Archdiocesan Office 
for Youth in Melbourne where he is currently employed as 
a leader and facilitator in parish youth ministry. It is in and 
through these experiences that Jack has come to discern a 
vocation with the Marist Brothers. Presently he is leading a 
pilgrim group to World Youth Day in Brazil. Jack enjoys music, 
catching up with mates, AFL, and supporting the Melbourne 
Demons when they’re winning. He is undertaking part-time 
studies in Theology at Catholic Theological College, Melbourne.

meet our postulants
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Marist Youth Ministry MYM
What motivates the Institute to 
hold an international meeting with 
representives of youth from all 
over the  Marist world ?
Our Institute has a strong 
international identity. We are 
present in 79 countries on all the 
continents. If we want to continue 
to develop our international 
identity, it is essential that people 
meet, get to know one another, 
exchange and share their cultures, 
dreams, vision of the world and 
of the Church, and about ways of 
living the Marist charism today 
among children and young people. 
Numerous meetings of brothers 
and laity have been organised 
in recent years to promote this 
dialogue. Young people are part of 
this process. They are at the centre 

International Marist Youth Meeting
of our mission. It is very important for 
the Institute to promote the creation 
of such spaces as the International 
Meeting in order to listen to youth and, 
at the same time, to foster networks 
of exchange among them around the 
world.
What are the repercussions of the 
IMYM for the MYM in the Provinces ?
The greatest result is the dimension 
of communion and of international 
networking on the part of the young 
people. At the meeting of Rio de 
Janeiro there will be almost 300 youth 
from 40 countries. 25 Marist Provinces 
and Districts will be represented. It 
is a great opportunity for them to 
know one another, dialogue, exchange 
experiences…
Br João Carlos do Prado, director of the 
Secretariat of Mission
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Marist Business Managers

Conference 2013
Twenty six Marist Business Managers gathered at Mittagong from Sunday 2nd to 
Wednesday 6th June for a conference entitled “Resourcing a Marist Education – a 
Co-responsibility”.    
Following an guided overview of the property from Director Br Tony Shears and 
Brothers Bill Selden and Anthony Robertson, the attendees gathered in the Chapel to 
set the theme for the next few days.  Br Michael Green was the keynote speaker and 
provided a thought provoking presentation on “Marcellin the Business Manager”.  
Sponsors and speakers from across the country also attended to assist in the 
exploration of resourcing Marist schools.  Another highlight of the conference was 
visiting Parramatta Marist High School in Westmead, which was generously hosted 

by Br Patrick Howlett.  Staff 
and students alike were both 
hospitable and engaging during 
the afternoon visit. 
The next conference for Marist 
Business Managers will be 
held at Mittagong on the first 
weekend in June 2014.

Changes Business Services Office
I have the pleasure to announce that 
Melissa Clohesy has been appointed to 
the role of Business Service Manager. 
This is a new role combining the former 
position of Business Manager Ministries 
and Financial Services Manager. The 
position of Financial Accountant to 
support Melissa will be advertised in 
the coming week. 
Melissa's new role will be responsible 
for the coordination of work and work 
flows of the Business services work area 
and be the initial point of contact for all 
financial/business advice and reporting 
for Provincial and Marist Ministry work 
area. This position will be a member of 
the Sydney and Brisbane MSA Regional 
Councils and Finance Sub-Committees.  
Congratulations Melissa on this new 
role.
Bernard Kenna, Director Business Services
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Marist Youth Care MYC
Marist Youth Care’s new Skills 
Development Centre at Blacktown 
was officially opened by Peter Garrett,  
AM MP on Friday 14 June. Mr Garrett 
said, “In the future, this Centre will 
be a great source of  employment 
confidence for local employers. Skills 
and training ensure that young people 
are well  equipped to be the best they 
can be. Every young person should 
have the opportunity to maximise  
their talents and skills.” Seven pilot 
training programs (Construction 
(3), Bricklaying (2), Beauty Skills, 
Warehousing Operations)  have now 
been run at the SDC, with 71% of 
trainees successfully completing a 
part qualification at Cert II  or III level.  
Cate Sydes, CEO of Marist Youth Care 
said, “Our dream has been launched 
today. Re-engagement for  at risk 

young people is Marist Youth Care’s main 
goal. Most trainees are taking up identified 
local  entry level job opportunities and 
apprenticeships. Some are re-engaging 
with education, including  returning to 
school or other training options. The 
participants join the Skills Development 
Centre  programs because they are linked 
with employment, and Marist Youth Care 
provides ongoing  support during training 

and during the first six months of 
employment.” The SDC gives early 
school leavers, often lost in between 
school and employment, choices 
and pathways to  return to school, 
alternative education or employment. 
Through a variety of training programs 
linked to real  local employment, 
Marist Youth Care aims to place more 
than 100 at risk young people into jobs 
each year.

Skills 
Development 
Centre



Irrespective 
of 

where we live
our mission 

or with whom, 
being a “brother” 
means that our 
relationships are 
consistently simple, 

welcoming, and 
encouraging through 
compassion, joy 

and kindness. We 
are brothers and sisters 

of those we meet along life’s 
journey. This is how we live out 

our spirituality and give flesh to our 
mission. 

WFR 139

“People usually consider walking on water 
or in thin air a miracle
But I think the real miracle 
is not to walk either on water or in thin air,
but to walk on earth
Every day we are engaged in a miracle 
which we don’t even recognize:
a blue sky, white clouds, green leaves, 
the black, curious eyes of a child
 – our own two eyes.
 All is a miracle.”   Thich Nhat Hanh      Each of us is bought to Christ 

by a different sort of love. 
And often we do not recognise 
our God in the love of another person. 
We can dismiss their faith as traditional 
or progressive, as romantic and wooly, 
or intellectual and abstract. We may see it as a 
threat which we must deal with 
by expulsion. But there at the foot 
of the cross we find each other as family. 
Imagine if we were to think of Pope Benedict 
as our brother Joseph, and Mother Angelica as our 
sister. We are given the task of reaching across 
all the boundaries and hostilities that divide human 
beings and saying: 
‘Behold my brother’, ‘Behold my sister’.
 Timothy Radcliff

a prayer to share
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