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A reflection on the experience of the Australian Marist Community Forum 
held at Mittagong from Friday 23 August – Sunday 25 August

“…other seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain…” (Mtt. 13.8)

The first blossoms in our 
garden caught me by 
surprise this year. I was 
unpacking bags after 
several days on the road, 
and looking out the 
window of the bedroom 
it was impossible to 

miss the pick and white flowers covering the 
old plum tree in the back yard. They were not 
there three days earlier. I stopped unpacking 
and found myself staring at this small miracle 
of nature. New life. Transformation. Hope.
The classroom of nature offered another 
lesson recently. I like to walk well before 
dawn. Darkness reigns. It is still the night sky. 
I have become aware of some brave birds 
that sing out even though there is no hint of 
morning. It is not the imminent chorus that 
resounds once the first signs of light come, 
but lone calls. Singular calls. Hopeful calls. An 
act of true faith. It is the brave bird that calls 
before dawn.
These two stories reflect what was at the 
core of the Australian Marist Community 
Forum that took place from Friday 23 
August – Sunday 25 August at Mittagong. 

Forty nine Marists came together, from right 
across Australia. A diverse representation 
of involvement and participation in Marist 
life and mission. What was evident in the 
discussions that took place was that change 
is happening at a rapid rate for Australian 
Marists today, even if we can’t always see 
it. Just like the blossom on the plum tree. 
Weeks, perhaps months of preparation 
occurred within that tree. Then, a seemingly 
sudden showing of what in fact had been 
gradual change. A moment that is noticeable 
to our senses. A moment that announces 
newness. 
In Marist life, similar hidden growth and 
change is underway and has been for some 
time. New language, fresh ideas for identity 
and belonging to the Marist story, discovering 
what coresponsibility looks like and naming 
the structures and personnel that will carry 
the Marist story forward. Unlike the seasonal 
blossom, this transformation has been years 

in the making. A widening of Mary’s reach 
to embrace and build community among 
all people enlivened by the Marist story: 
its mission, spirituality and communion. 
Formation programs have been chipping 
away at the rock, more recently Marist 
Schools Australia has provided new belonging 
and purpose, youth ministry has invited and 
inspired young people for decades, solidarity 
initiatives have drawn people in and engaged 
them with core Marist values, and Marist 
Youth Care continues to branch out in its 
efforts to respond to the needs of kids who 
are disadvantaged and at risk. With fewer 
Brothers at the coal face, along with a ground 
swell of people other than Brothers who 
identify strongly with the Marist spirituality 
and mission, a new space is emerging. It is 
a shared space. A place of coresponsibility 
in ways we have not experienced before. A 
place for new life, transformation and hope.
The AMC Forum worked with the two parallel 

stories that are shaping this new space. One 
of them is the local story. The leaders of 
schools and other ministries are being called 
on in a special way – to be the Champagnat 
figures. They are being called on for spiritual 
leadership that is daring. Led by the spirit. 
Animators of local communities are being 
invited to step into a new capacity across the 
Province and create ways to grow belonging 
and community. The newly formed Pastoral 
Team is working closely with Marists in their 
most immediate context: their community 
of mission; their work place; their reason for 
engaging with the lives of young people. 
The other story is the national picture. 
Participants at the Forum endorsed the 
directions of the Province towards a new 
canonical and civil entity that will have 
a formal status in the Church. This is 
significant for two reasons. It will provide 
a critical mass of people in the future for 
governance, leadership and animation of 



Marist ministries. It will also establish a pathway for all 
people who want to explore their vocation as a Marist and 
deepen their connection to the mission and life that is born 
out of this distinct spirituality. In one sense, the members of 
the Marist Association will become the reliable partner in 
the Church’s eyes. In formal language, such a group is known 
as an Association of Christ’s Faithful.  One brief moment at 
the Forum considered the operational name that might be 
used for such a Marist Association. Personally, I liked ‘Lavalla 
Marists’ but there were many other options including Marist 
Companions, Champagnat Marists and most simply, Marists.
Developments are well underway in relation to building new 
ways of belonging at the local Marist scene and the national 
picture. There is, however a way to go. We are living a process 
of discernment. We are being led by the Spirit to new lands, 
but it is still dark. In one sense, the new Marist dawn is yet 
to break. We need some brave birds to sing out in the night 
sky and carry us through this moment of transition. Some of 
these people were at the Forum and have gone back to their 
local community with renewed vigor and purpose. Many 
others were not able to be at Mittagong for the Forum, but 
are playing a critical role in listening to the story unfolding, 
and coauthoring it in their place. There are many who are 
thirsty for new ways to connect, to give, to participate in the 
life of the Church.

Joe McCarthy, September 2013

Seen as an opportunity for formation and faith 
education together, a group of 14 Marists took part 
in the 9th National eConference conducted by Broken 
Bay Institute, Sydney in conjunction with the Australian 
Catholic Bishops Conference. Marist Centre Melbourne 
hosted the event, valuing the opportunity to share 
life and deepen connections between people who are 
part of the Australian Marist Community. The topic of 
the eConference was: Gospel of St John - the love of 
God made visible. It was a life giving, enjoyable and 
informative experience for all involved.

9th National eConference Marist Youth 
Ministry

in the Province
Developing Marist Youth Ministry in the 
Province has been a priority for 2013. 

Guided by the Marist Youth Ministry Council we have been 
growing the ministry with youth and young adults through 
three Coordinators and teams  -  in Brisbane, Melbourne and 
Sydney. As well the REMAR Coordinator and REMAR teams 
are part of this developing Ministry. Across the Institute the 
Provinces are working to enhance their ministry to youth and 
young people using the document “Evangelizers of Youth” as 
their guide. In our next volume we will have a fuller report on 



We have had two deaths of Marists in 
these last few weeks.
Mr Alan Parker, a Marist of the New 
Zealand Province and Br Bill Connell, 
an Australian Marist Brother. 
Alan would be well known to those 
who been involved in Lay Marist 
events over recent years. Br Bill 
was ministering in Manilla, in the 
Philippines at MAPAC - our formation 
centre for the Asia Pacific region.

In our next volume ...
 X Information on MSol Christmas  

Gatherings 
 X Marist Youth Minsitry  

developments

Happening in the 
Marist World ...
FMSI opens office in Latin America

FMSI – ONLUS was established with a 
specific purpose: To make the world a bet-
ter place for children and young people.
Inspired by the vision of St. Marcellin 
Champagnat and promoted by the Marist 
Brothers of the Schools, FMSI has more 
than 10 years experience working in the 
field of international solidarity.  
[read more]

This might suit you
Marist Youth Ministry is seeking  
applications for the position of  
Marist Youth Ministry Coordinator  
(Melbourne) [more here]

developments, now just a quick glimpse of our pilgrims to the Marist Gathering  
for young people preceding World Youth Day.

Forty countries. 400 young people. Five days. Marist brothers, teachers, 
and volunteers. CHANGE 2013, the third International Gathering of 
Marist Youth was inspiring, energizing and motivating for all of us.
For me, coming from Australia, the first thing that struck me was 
how global the Marist family is, how far the Marist family reaches 
and how much we do. Every person at the festival was so friendly and 
welcoming that any barriers of culture, language or age fell away.
The conversations we had, the sessions, and the speakers really 
energized me, and I’m sure many others, to continue to effect CHANGE 
in our local communities. We have seen that young people have the 
power to change the world, and for us, Marist values are central to 
that reality. The support of our Marist family means that we can do 
anything: through Christ who strengthens us, and through Mary and 
Marcellin Champagnat who inspire us.

http://www.fmsi-onlus.org/noticias.php?a=1&n=001140
http://msa.edu.au/employment/

